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an afternoon train from Waterloo and the boat to Cowes. He was given a
room in Osborne House where the Queen was. His memorandum discloses
what followed:

On Monday, 2ist January, between 7 and 8 a.m., I went down and found the
house quiet and the report unofficially current that the Queen had decidedly rallied. . . ,
During the morning she brightened up and said to Sir James Reid: " Am I better
at all ? " He said " Yes," and then she eagerly answered: " Then may I have
Turi ? " (her little Pomeranian dog). Turi was sent for and she eagerly held him on
the bed for about an hour (Turi now belongs to the Duchess of Albany). Throughout
the day I did not go to the Queen's room at all. I saw most of the members of the
family, either together or separately, and they all talked quietly over the position
of matters. It was arranged that I should stay at Kent House (just outside the Queen's
Lodge), lent at present to Sir Fleetwood and Lady Edwardes. Princess Victoria of
Schleswig-Holstein was also there. She and I had a great deal of conversation in
the afternoon. She had just returned to Osborne after a few days' absence except
for which she had been with the Queen for many weeks. . . . The Queen had talked
to Princess Tora pretty often lately about illness and even death, which was not
according to her wont. , . . Just after dinner at Osborne I went to the three doctors
(Reid, Powell, and Barlow) who were sitting together in the Stockmar Room I had
so often occupied. . . . After seeing them I had a long talk with the German Emperor
and the Duke of Connaught together. They were both so keen to know what judgment
we all formed about the probabilities ! I pointed out that our judgment was surely
of no consequence, but I told them with reserve what the doctors had said, . , . The
Duke of Connaught spoke warmly of the good of my being here with them all, and
tried, not very successfully, to describe to the Emperor the accumulated offices I
hold as Bishop and otherwise. I returned late to Kent House to sleep and wrote
another long letter home.

On Tuesday, 22nd, soon after 8 a.m. I was summoned from Kent House, a carriage
being sent to bring me as quickly as possible to Osborne. I went straight to the
Queen's room. The family were assembled . . * I paid one other visit to the room
during the morning, but for some hours Clement Smith and I waited in the Drawing-
Room downstairs while the Queen slept. , . . She lay very quietly looking white
and thin.

While we were at luncheon about 2.15 I was summoned to go at once and Clement
Smith came also. We found her much weaker and the family again assembled . . .
we remained in the room a long time, Clement Smith and I saying prayers and hynrns
at intervals.1 She was not obviously responsive to the words said, but certain things
and specially the last verse of " Lead, kindly Light" seemed at once to catch her
attention, and she showed that she followed it. About 3 o'clock the room was again
cleared and from 3 to 5 there were intervals of quiet. . . . Twice I was asked to come
in for a few minutes. I remained in the Dressing-Room and in the adjoining Drawing-
Room. There I had a good deal of talk with the Emperor, who was full of touching
loyalty to " Grandmamma " as he always described her. " She has been a very great
woman* Just think of it* She remembers George III, and now we arwn the twentieth

1 The Rev. Clement Smith (1845-1921) was a Canon of Windsor.